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Abstract

It is assumed that it was once incumbent upon the first Muslim community to restrain from conjugal
relation with their spouses during the nights of Ramadan. The traditions differ in this regard. Some say that
they were supposed to carry out the restrictions during the day time of Ramadan throughout the nights of
Ramadan after breaking their fast or after their sleep or after ‘Isha’ prayer. When some Muslims failed to
keep up the restrictions, especially the conjugal relation with their spouses, Allah revealed the verse, Stirah
al-Bagarah, 2:187, to remove the restrictions of Ramadan for the night time.

In this article, the author investigates if there was any religious directive regarding the said
restrictions during the nights of Ramadan prior to the revelation of the verse 2:187, which it aborted. If it
was not, then, how the companions developed diverse understandings of the particular restrictions during
nighttime of Ramadan, and what do the words of the Ayat, ‘now, it is made lawful to you’, means, which
apparently means that something was unlawful before and now it was made lawful through this verse. The
author, in this paper, tries to find the answers to these questions in the light of the textual study of Qur’an
and Ahadith.
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Surah al-Bagarah: 187"

Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari, Jami ‘ al-Bayan, tahqiq: Shakir, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, (3/494)2
Isma‘il bin ‘Umar bin Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim, Dar Tayyibah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘, 1420H 3
—1999, (1/510)

Muhammad bin ‘Umar Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, al-Nashir: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi 4
— Bayrtt, (5/267)

Ibn Kathir (1/510-511) / Muhammad bin Isma‘il al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Dar Tawq al-Najah, >
Ragm: 4508

For details see: Surah al-Bagarah : 187 with reference to Tafsir Ibn Kathir and tafasir digar ma 'thir 6

Sahth al-Bukhari, Ragm: 1915’
Sahth al-Bukhari, Raqm: 1915"

Muhammad Rashid bin ‘Al Rida (al-mutawaffa: 1354H), Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Hakim (Tafsir al-Manar), ’
al-Nashir: al-Hay’ah al-Misriyyah al-‘ Ammah lil-Kitab, 1990, Jild 2, Safhah 141
Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Musnad Akmad, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 2001, Raqm: 22124"°

Mawlana Sayyid Abi al-A‘la Mawdudi, Tafhim al-Qur’an, Idarah Tarjuman al-Qur’an, Jild 1, Safhah I
145
Mawlana Amin Ahsan Islahi, Tadabbur-e-Qur ‘an, Jild 1, Tafsiri Note Siirah al-Bagarah ayat 187 12

Stirah al-Ma’idah: 4"

Strah al-Ahzab: 50"

Strah al-Bagarah: 187"

Tafhim al-Qur’an, Safhah 145'°

s above discussion has two aspects. One perspective presents the continuity of ' My esteemed colleague17

tradition, which he considered open to reform, while the other aligns with the modernist thinkers such as
Rashid Rida from whom he derived support for his position.

In my opinion, if we take into account the viewpoints of Imam al-Shafi‘i, Imam al-Bukhari, Imam al-
Shatibi, and Imam Shah Waliullah al-Muhaddith al-Dehlawi regarding asbab al-nuzul (occasions of
revelation), naskh wa mansukh (abrogation), and the details of ahkam al-sharia‘ (legal rulings), the
subtleties of the issue can be articulated much more precisely. Moreover, since this is an intellectual
position of the modern era rather than a practical matter, and as the consensual tradition within the Muslim
Ummah has already been firmly established, the details of this issue hold less significance from an Islamic
standpoint and more from an orientalist one. Because such topics are often discussed academically within
orientalist scholarship on possible and rational grounds, it is therefore essential for scholars to understand
this perspective thoroughly.

(Co-Author, Dr. Abdul Basit)



