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Abstract

Iconography and Photography has been a controversial issue in Judaism,
Christianity and Islam known as Semitic Religions. In the in hand article the
classical concept of the issue is being brought up in the light of the first portion
of the Old Testament, the Pentatachue followed by the portion of Navi,im, the
Prophets and the Kituvi,im, the Books. It is clear that the Prophet Musa sm not
only discouraged the Israelites in the Senai Desert after their demand to have an
Icon for worship but also broke down the Image of calf made by them. Later on
the Book of Deuteronomy made proper sanction on such images and
Iconography which was strictly followed by the later Version if the Old
Testament. The behavior of Talmud, compiled as an oral revelation in Babylonia
in the mid of 5th and 6th century AD is found very harsh and to some extent ,
with no concession regarding the subject matter. Despite the above classical
prohibitions as derived from the original theological sources the modern Judaism
Is in pursuance of finding a way which may lead to legitimacy of Iconography
and Photography on the ground of commercial need and necessity along with
a plea that modern electronic means may increase the popularity of Judaism even
through the prohibited printed pictures, films, movies and videos and hence
some relief is being sought there in the midist of strict prohibitionary sanctions
in the early Theo- classical literature as well as in the current orthodox concepts
of various Jewish schools.

Keywords: Iconography ,Photography, Judaism, Christianity and Islam,
Semitic Religions, Image of calf, Talmud.
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“It is forbidden to make complete solid or raised images of people or angels or any images of
heavenly bodies except for purposes of study (“Heavenly bodies “are included here because the stars and
planets were worshipped by some religions in human forms. Astronomical models for scientific purposes
are permitted under the category of study”?®
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“In keeping with this prohibition, some illustrations from the Middle Ages feature
fantastic creatures—usually animal-headed humanoids, even when the depictions are quite
clearly meant to be those of historical or mythological humans. The most well-known is the
Birds' Head Haggadah (Germany, circa 1300). Since such creatures as gryphons, harpies,
sphinxes, and the phoenix do not actually exist, no violation of the prohibition is perceived
in such depictions. This is based on the fact that the commandment, as stated in Exodus,
refers specifically to "anything in the heaven above, on the earth below, or in the water
below the land." However, it is forbidden to make the four faces on the Divine Chariot of
the Book of Ezekiel or the ministering angels, because these are believed to be real beings
that actually exist "in the heaven above”?’
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"Yahudah adds the forbidden list...the image of a nursing woman as the figure .if a nursing woman
symbolises the Evo who nurses the entire world.?®"
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“To not make a statue: To not make statues that will be worshiped even if the one that makes them
does not worship them, the making is itself forbidden”
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“And the opinion of Ramban, may his memory be blessed,(on that entry in Sefer
HaMuitzvot)is that there is no prohibition here except for not making idols with the intention
of worshiping them. He also wrote that this negative commandment should not be counted
from this scripture, as this verse only warns about the prohibition of idolatry which comes
with the death penalty; but with the making of idols, the whole time that he does not worship
2930

them, the only thing he is liable for is lashes
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“Not to make the form of' a man, even for decoration:Not to make the form of'a man from any object-whether from metals,
whether from wood, or stone, or anything else-and even for decoration™®*
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“We not make form that will be worshiped whereas this prohibition is specifically about the form
of a man, that we should make it all, even for decoration.”
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“It is in reference to that prohibition against worshiping them there is no prohibition against
forming a figure in there likeness”*2
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“In the case of a ring whose sell protrudes it is prohibited to place it on one’s finger due to suspicion of idol worship”
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“A public institution is different: the public is not suspected of having idolatrous intentions. Rather, it is assumed that the statue
is there exclusively for omamental p ”
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“Ina city where the idol is placed, interfering is forbidden inside, but not outside. If, during an idol festival in the city, some
stores were there decorated, one must not buy, etc”
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“All images are prohibited, for they are worshipped at least once a year. . ... ..If one finds fragments of
images, he is allowed to use them, etc. It is taught that a heathen can profane the idol of his fellow heathen as
well as his own, while an Israelite cannot profane the idol of a heathen. If one finds vessels with the image of
the sun, moon, etc., he must throw them into the salt lake. The human image and that of a nurse are, however,
prohibited only when having respectively a measure in the hand and a son in the arms whom she is nursing.
One may grind the images and scatter them to the wind, or sink them into the sea, etc”
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““If a house situated, close by a worship-house of an idol crumbles down, its owner is prohibited from rebuilding. . .... A tree
with anidol under it. R. Simion said: "Any tree that is worshipped. It is not allowed to sit down in the shade of such atree. . .... .. To
derive any benefit of wood obtained from an idol-grove is prohibited. How is the idol worship of a tree profaned, etc””
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““The use of a garden or bathing place belonging to an idol is allowed when it is gratis, etc. It is common sense that that idol of
an Israelite should be forbidden from the very beginning, etc. Whether or no food offered to an idol, if profaned, loses thereby its
defilement?........ Aheathen can profane his idol as well as that of his neighbor, etc. How is an idol to be profaned? If an Israelite erects a
brick to worship it, but does not worship, and a heathen comes, and worships it, it is prohibited”
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“As late as ten years ago it would have been abserved to speak about a Jewish art. It
Is Kaufmann's own merit to have uncovered this art. Not only did he have to prove that such
an art existed, he also had to prove that it could exist, as he showed that the idea that the
prohibition of images would obstruct the development of such an art was mistaken, and
even established it as an irrefutable fact that the art in wide areas was not prohibited insofar
as no worship was associated with it”3®
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“Jewish communities existing in immediate contact with Graeco-Roman culture
would have acquired from their surroundings a tolerant view of the question at issue, as the
paintings of the Dura synagogue themselves may be thought to indicate.As well summarized
by Levine, modern scholars’ theories assume four main possible functions for the paintings:
1) to stimulate historical memory, 2) to highlight ritual symbols, 3) to complement

instruction, 4) to instill messianic hope”41
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"Archeology has been considered to provide valuable assistance and as an

indispensable tool of the Biblical sciences*"
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This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
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