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Abstract

War in Judaism is a controversial idea. There are two main sources to study Judaism. The
first is Bible (Old Testament). The second one is Talmud. But when we search about the
idea of war in these two sources, we find contradiction. Bible is very confident in telling
about wars and its types but on the other hand Talmud’s way to address about the war is
pacifist. In other words the rabbis adopted quietism and made the Jewish nation quiet
until the coming of Messiah. The reason is that the Jewish suppressed position didn’t
enable them to pronounce their ideas. Now the Israeli state is very confident today to give
its idea about war, the strategies today in Israel about war are based on Biblical
depictions and Maimonides’s views, which is very astonishing for a new researcher. The
scholars that want to solve the contradiction base their study on criminal law (laws of
pursuer), they reduce the limits only to defensive wars.
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" Messiah: A Future Jewish king from Davidic line who is expected to save the Jewish Nation.

2 Bar Koziba: Jewish leader who led a bitter but un successful revolt (132- 135)
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The wars waged by Joshua to conquer (Canaan) were obligatory in

the opinion of all; the wars waged by the house of David for territorial
expansion were voluntary in the opinion of all; where that differ is with
regard to (wars) against heathens so that these should not march against
them. One calls them commanded and the other voluntary, the practical
issue being that one who is engaged in the performance of a
commandment is exempt from the performance of another

commandment.'¥
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The rabbis discouraged mass movements that might have
instigated a backlash by the various gentile powers under which

the Jews lived after the destruction of the second Jerusalem
temple.(17)
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The rabbinic material ignores the military victory, and
celebrates in its place, a different miracle. (24)
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Then Judas and his brothers said “see your enemies are
crushed; let us go up to cleanse the sanctuary and dedicate it.
(26)
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What is Hanukkah? As our Rabbis taught, the eight days of
Hanukkah [begin] on the twenty-fifth of Kislev, during which ecologies
and fasting are not permitted, because the Greeks, when they entered the
Temple, burned all the oil that was in the temple. And when the
Hasmoneans defeated them, they searched but found only one jar of oil
with the high priest's seal on it, which was only enough for one day. But

a miracle happened that they burned the lamp (oil) for eight days. The

following year, they celebrated these days as a festival with songs of
Qn

praise and thanksgiving.
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It was not until the mid-10th century that Judas and his heroic
deeds were introduced to the rabbinic Jewish world with the creation of
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the famous Sefer Josephus, a work based on the works of Josephus and

the Maccabees. *”
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